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their kit, while the water-carriers, more dashing, had
a band of fakirs and two standard-bearers, each carrying
a huge flag on a twenty-foot pole. It does not cost much
to hire a band. One we fell in with, who were on their
way back from a wedding, informed us that they had
gone 30 miles for Rs.iS. They had presumably been
fed as well. With some of the marriage parties were
palanquins containing brides completely concealed by
red curtains. From one of these, which held the
daughter of a water-carrier, came the sounds of sob-
bing; but it drew no attention from the merry-makers
round.

Since we were following one of the roads from the An up~to-
hills to the plains, those we met were many and varied.
Amongst them was an aged family priest with a rosary
returning from a Rajput's wedding, where he had per-
formed the necessary ceremonies; and a Rajput bearing
on his head a rainbow-coloured trunk full of clothes just
bought at Amritsar; he had still 30 miles to go. A sight
characteristic of the changing times was a pair of
travellers walking side by side, one wearing black boots,
and the other barefoot and carrying in his hands a pair
of country shoes. Even more characteristic was a young
Jotishi or astrologer sprucely attired and carrying over
his shoulder a brown check blanket (/<?/). He had spent
three years learning his art at a college in Benares. The
times were greatly changed, he remarked. In the old
days cultivators would not plough, sow, or reap without
a word from the astrologer as to when they should
begin. Now there were few like this; nor would people
any longer accept magical interpretations. But fortu-
nately there were many who wanted to know how they
could get sons, what was best for their children, and
whether and when they should start a case or a journey
or embark upon an enterprise. These were still ready
to follow injunctions based upon the influences of the
stars, but the demand for "science* was so strong that
an element of it had to be mixed in with the rest. This